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covered with gold and silver, topped by a large crosspiece of
ivory or ebony. The Balinese also made krisses of great sim-
plicity, with the sheath and handle of a beautifully mottled
precious wood called pelet which they obtained from Java. Old
men claim that a fine piece of pelet "for the crosspiece of the
sheath or for the handle brought as much as fifty guilders in
former times.

The shape of krisses is native Indonesian, free of all Hindu
influence. It is found all over the archipelago from the Malay
Peninsula to the Philippines and is invariably known by the
name of kris. The Balinese form differs from that of the other
islands only in details, and especially from the Javanese kris
mainly in that it is considerably larger and more elaborate,
although old Javanese blades are found in Bali, provided, how-
ever, with the richer Balinese hilts and sheaths.

The blade is the most important part of the kris; it can be
straight and simple at times, but most often is fierce-looking,
shaped like a flame, perhaps a form derived from a mythical
serpent, a naga, since often there are krisses, not only in Bali
and Java, but also in other parts of Indonesia, in which the body
of the naga forms the blade, widening as it nears the top to
make room for the curved neck and head of the naga. The
upper part of the blade is full of barbs, dents, and curlicues
wrought into the iron in an endless variety of styles, each with a
special name, mysterious shapes that must once have had a now
lost significance. There are also krisses with representations in
high relief of elephants, bulls, winged lions (singha), and geese
(angsa), which could possibly, at one time, have been related
to the family totem. The extraordinary watered patterns (pamor)
of silvery metal against a background of blue-black iron which
have made krisses famous is the result of beating over and over
alternating layers of meteoric nickel and iron layers until a fine
moire-like pamor is obtained, brought out afterwards by blacken-
ing the iron layers with a mixture of antimony and lemon juice.
The kris is preserved from rust by a coating of coconut oil